xg                           WE    SHALL    LIVE    AGAIN

During my stay in the resort I became acquainted with a man
of about thirty, a Czech from Brno. He had come to spend a few
days with his fiancee who was living in a private home with friends.
The hotels were so crowded that he couldn't find a room, so he
slept on a cot in a hallway of the first floor of the hotel in which I
was staying. His fiancee's friends had invited him to stay with
them, and they had a spare room for him. But he refused the
invitation, and when I asked him why, he answered with pride,
" If my fiancee's friends would take money Pd stay with them. But
they refuse to take money and so I had to decline their hospitality.
I am a Czech, and Czechs are like that. They love to be
independent"

I wondered what a Russian would have said had he heard these
words? He might have roared with laughter, so fantastic would
such a conception of independence sound to him. No one in Russia
I had ever known in all the years of my sojourn there, would allow
his sense of independence to override his sociability and decline an
offer of hospitality. No matter how crowded they are, Russians
never are too crowded to offer shelter to a visitor, a friend, or the
friend of a friend. If all the beds are occupied there always is room
on the table, on chairs, on the floor, and if no bedding is available*
there always is an overcoat or a skirt to take the place of a mattress
or a blanket. But this Czech frowned on an offer of hospitality
which grated on his sense of independence.

To a Russian, an American, an Englishman as well, the Czech
love of independence often assumes awkward forms. Once I invited
the mayor of an old Czech town to dinner, and when the meal was
over he insisted on paying his own bill. " We Czechs/* he said*
" don't like to feel under obligation to others."                             ;

" But I invited you," I protested*

a It makes no difference, I always pay for my meals and for my
beer."

No amount of arguing could change his mind. It is well there-
fore for the visitor to Czechoslovakia to come to an understanding:
with guests whom he invites to a meal as to who is to pay the bill-
Especially is it important to do so if the guest happens to be a
woman.  An American-born Czech, a physician, once invited a